


A Note From Pastor Jimmy
We are excited about the launch of a brand new series for the month 
of January, which we are calling “Crazy Love.” As we discussed last 
month from John 3:16, God loved a sinful world so much that he sent 
his only son, Jesus Christ, as the ultimate gift for humanity. Anyone 
who turns from their sin and believes in Jesus can experience for-
giveness and eternal life. 

This month, we will be teaching through the book of Philemon.   
We will be discussing how a wealthy man’s forgiveness of a runaway 
servant can teach us something about the transforming power of 
the Gospel. At FBC West Palm Beach, we want to be a community  
of believers who reflect God’s Crazy Love for the world through  
generous living and giving. I am crying out to God that he would 
prosper our people like never before, so that we can give like never 
before, in order to reach people for Jesus like never before.

Additionally, we have created this family discussion guide as a  
resource for you to unpack the lessons taught on Sunday morning.  
As a reminder, our goal is for parents to teach their own children to 
love Jesus and walk with him all the days of their lives (Deuteronomy 
6).  We hope that you will carve out at least a few minutes each week 
to pray, read the Bible together, and discuss God’s Crazy Love for your 
family, community, and the world.

I love you and am blessed to be your pastor.  I look forward to what 
God will teach ALL of us during the coming weeks.

With Much Love,

Pastor Jimmy

Tips for Family Devotions
Our goal at FBC West Palm is for parents (particularly 
dads where possible) to lead their families in a time of 
bible reading and prayer at least once a week. While this 
concept sounds good in theory, we hear from people all the time who struggle to 
find ways to do regular family devotions with multiple children of different ages 
and attention spans. If that is you, let us suggest a simple method for promoting an 
effectively weekly devotion: the dinner table.  

Engaging in biblical discussions over dinner works for several reasons.  First, the  
dinner table sparks some really insightful conversations as the younger kids,  
especially the boys, seem to be able to handle longer and more reflective  
discussions when their hands are busy as they eat. Second, with the casual  
conversation over dinner everyone gets an opportunity to speak as you take  
turns chewing your food, and your dinners last longer than they had before 
because everyone is engaged.

The following steps are offered as guidelines help direct theological discussions 
between parents and their children as they unpack Sunday’s message and apply it 
to their own family context.

Step 1. Eat dinner with your entire family regularly.
Step 2. Mom and Dad sit next to one another to lead the family discussion.
Step 3. Open the meal by asking if there is anyone or anything to pray for.
Step 4. Someone opens in prayer and covers any requests. This task should be
rotated among family members so that different people take turns learning to
pray aloud.
Step 5. Start eating and discuss how everyone’s day went.
Step 6. Have a Bible in front of the parents in a translation that is age
appropriate for the kids’ reading level. Have someone (parent or child) open the
Bible to the assigned text and read it aloud while everyone is eating
and listening.
Step 7. A parent then announces the lesson’s “Big Idea,” paraphrasing the meaning 
at an age-appropriate level.
Step 8. Ask the discussion questions written for each day’s lesson. 
Step 9. Let the conversation happen naturally, listen carefully to the kids, let
them answer the questions, and fill in whatever they miss or lovingly and gently
correct whatever they get wrong so as to help them.
Step 10. If the Scriptures convict you of sin, repent as you need to your family,
and share appropriately honest parts of your life story so the kids can see Jesus’
work in your life and your need for him too, which demonstrates
gospel humility.
Step 11. At the end of dinner, ask the kids if they have any questions for you.
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The discussion questions are offered in hopes of helping you and your children 
grow in relationship with each other and Jesus. They are meant to be supportive 
and not constraining. Therefore, do not feel bound by any questions or pressured 
to follow the steps too rigidly. Follow the Spirit’s leading and don’t be a religious 
parent who is rigidly inflexible, thereby making this sort of thing something they 
must do in duty rather than something they get to do in delight.

If you miss a night, or if conversation gets off track, or if your family occasionally 
just wants to talk about something else, don’t stress—it’s inevitable. For your chil-
dren, the point is to learn what they are thinking about God, to help them know 
and love Jesus as God and Savior, and to teach them how to articulate and explain 
their Christian faith. For parents, the point is to lovingly instruct children and each 
other, thereby creating a family culture in which every member freely and naturally 
talks about God and prays to him together. In short, the goal is simply that your 
family would open the Bible and grow in love for Jesus, one another, your church, 
and the world.

Finally, remember that family Bible study requires a sense of humor, so make
sure to have some fun, enjoy some laughs, and build some memories. Discussing 
God’s “Crazy Love” for the world as seen in Philemon is a wonderful way to see into 
the heart of your children, and to reveal your heart for them and Jesus’ heart for 
you all.

Week 1 Family Discussion

Luke 12:41-48 
GOD IS THE CRAZY OWNER, WE ARE THE CRAZY MANAGERS

BIG IDEA
Jesus tells a series of parables in Luke 12 directed at how we should view wealth 
& possessions. In this week’s passage, Jesus describes what it looks like for God’s 
people to be faithful managers of his resources. Wise managers work hard to pro-
vide regularly and generously for their owner’s household. Unwise managers hold 
back and squander their owner’s resources, foolishly thinking that they will not be 
held accountable for their actions.    

DISCUSSION
How can we be faithful and wise managers of the resources God has given us?

EXPLANATION
• In this story, who is the master? God is the master, who owns everything
• Who is the manager? We are the managers
• What is the manager’s responsibility? To manage resources wisely & faithfully
• What does the wise manager do? Give generously to bless those under the  
  master’s care
• What does the unwise manager do? Mistreat the servants and misuse the  
  resources
• What happens to the unwise manager? Master disciplines him for unfaithfulness

APPLICATION
Crazy Love demands that we see God as the crazy owner of everything, and 
ourselves as the crazy managers.  God has generously given us everything that we 
have as believers – beginning with his only son Jesus, and extending to our talents, 
abilities, money, families, jobs, homes, and so on.  Our responsibility is to faithfully 
and wisely manage these resources in a way that would build God’s kingdom 
through his Church.  Parents, discuss with your children the different ways that 
God has provided for your family.  How can your family effectively manage these 
resources in a way that would advance the gospel in your church, community, and 
around the world?

MEMORY VERSE
Luke 12:48 – From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded.
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Week 2 Family Discussion

2 Corinthians 9:6-10 SOW LIKE CRAZY, REAP LIKE CRAZY

BIG IDEA
In this passage, Paul encourages the church at Corinth to follow through on their 
promised offering to some poverty-stricken churches.  He introduces the law of 
generosity: “We reap the way that we sow.” Those who sow generously from a 
cheerful heart will reap generously from a gracious God, while those who sow 
sparingly from a stingy heart will reap sparingly.  This kind of radical generosity 
flows from a heart that understands the grace of God in Jesus Christ, not out of a 
sense of duty or obligation.  

DISCUSSION
Is our family sowing generously & cheerfully into spiritual endeavors?

EXPLANATION
• What does it mean to sow generously? Giving resources cheerfully & generously
  from the heart
• What does it mean to sow sparingly? Withholding resources out of stinginess or
  simply meeting the “letter of the law” out of a sense of guilt or duty
• Why are we sometimes tempted to give reluctantly? Sinful heart, selfishness
• What does God say about the heart of a generous giver? They give cheerfully
• Why do we give generously? Points to God’s generosity & grace toward us
• What does it mean to reap righteousness? More people reached for Jesus & our
  faith grows as a result of our giving

APPLICATION
Crazy Love demands that we sow like crazy into spiritual endeavors so that we can, 
as a church and individually, reap a harvest of righteousness.  Write down some 
ways that your family can generously & cheerfully invest in your church and com-
munity this week.  Create some family projects (one-time and ongoing) that will 
teach your children the importance of this principle of reaping and sowing, and 
then celebrate together your “harvest of righteousness.”

MEMORY VERSE
2 Corinthians 9:7 – God loves a cheerful giver
 

Week 3 Family Discussion

Proverbs 6:6-10 CRAZY LOVE REQUIRES A CRAZY PLAN

BIG IDEA
The Bible talks a lot about the importance of developing a plan for wise steward-
ship of our resources. Without a plan, we are susceptible to a myriad of forces 
(unplanned emergencies, impulsive spending, creature comforts, bad economy) 
that deplete our ability to sow generously into God’s kingdom. This week, we are 
encouraging everyone to consider a simple, biblical approach to planning: give, 
save, and live on the rest.

DISCUSSION
How can our family plan to be generous with God’s resources?

EXPLANATION
• What is a sluggard? A lazy, foolish person who fails to plan
• What makes the ant wise? The ant devises a plan for preparing and  
  gathering food
• What are some characteristics of sluggards? Love to sleep, despise work,  
  poor planners
• What is the result of the ant’s plan? Enjoys a big harvest of food
• What is the result of the sluggard’s failure to plan? Poverty, covetousness,  
  thievery

APPLICATION
Crazy Love requires us to devise a crazy plan for generosity.  First, we give a portion 
of our earned income cheerfully and sacrificially back to God. Second, we hold 
back a portion of our money to save for future expenditures and emergencies.  
Finally, we live on the rest – guilt free! Parents, help your family develop a strategy 
for regular giving, saving, and spending.  Be creative – use visual aids, set goals, and 
track your giving so the entire family can celebrate your generosity together.

MEMORY VERSE
Proverbs 6:6 – Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider its ways and be wise. 
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Week 4 Family Discussion

Malachi 3:8-10 SHOW CRAZY LOVE TO A CRAZY CHURCH

BIG IDEA
In this week’s passage, God boldly accuses his people of robbing him. How could some-
body rob God? By failing to bring their offerings to the temple, the people were in effect 
undermining God’s system for advancing his Name through the work of the priests in 
the temple.  This principle, known as “storehouse giving,” teaches that money given to 
advance the work of the gospel should be given first through a local church. Paul col-
lected money from the churches, not because God needed their money, but because 
he has chosen the local church as his primary mechanism for accomplishing the Great 
Commission.  Without the generous offerings of their people, churches cannot practical-
ly or effectively carry out the mission of Jesus in their communities and across the globe.

DISCUSSION
How can our family get involved in giving generously to FBC West Palm?

EXPLANATION
• How were the Israelites robbing God? By not bringing their tithes/offerings to  
  the temple
• What was God’s response? He proclaimed a national curse on the people
•  How were the Israelites supposed to give? Bring their tithes/offerings to the temple  
  to provide for the work of the priests and picture God’s generosity towards them
• What was God’s test? This is the only time the Bible says to test God. Give generously 
  and see if he doesn’t meet your needs and prosper his work in a miraculous way.

APPLICATION
As people who have experienced first hand the grace and mercy of God, we need to 
show Crazy Love to a Crazy Church that is attempting to do Crazy Things for Jesus. Here 
is just a short list of some things we would like to accomplish in the near future:
• We want to plant at least 2 more campuses in Palm Beach Co. in the next five years,  
  so that we can reach thousands for Jesus who currently aren’t being reached
• We want to plant 100 churches in South Florida in the next 25 years
• We want to give millions of dollars to global missions
• We need to eliminate our debt, renovate our downtown facility, demo abandoned 
  buildings, and create parking lots that are adequate and up to code 

These opportunities above will only be possible if God prospers our people and moves 
them to give generously to our church.  This week, we would ask you to pray and con-
sider how God might lead your family to show Crazy Love to our Crazy Church through 

both regular and “above and beyond” gifts of your 
time, talents, money, and ultimately, your lives.  No 
guilt, no pressure, no techniques, just faithfulness, “for 
God loves a cheerful giver.”

MEMORY VERSE
Malachi 3:10 – “Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open  
the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room  
enough for it.”

*Resources:
Crazy Love by Francis Chan
Chan, senior pastor of Cornerstone Church in Simi Valley, Calif., offers a radical call for 
evangelicals to consider living crazy for God. This book offers real-life accounts of  
believers who have given all—time, money, health, even their lives—in obedience to 
Christ’s call.

Financial Peace Jr: Teaching Kids About Money by Dave Ramsey
Financial Peace Jr. is the power of Financial Peace University tailored for children ages 
3-12. It is a hands-on way to teach children the value of earning money.

Total Money Makeover by Dave Ramsey
Christian financial expert Dave Ramsey condenses his 17 years of financial teaching and 
counseling into 7 organized, easy-to-follow steps that will lead you out of debt and into 
a Total Money Makeover.

Giving and Generosity by Crown Financial Ministries
God wants more than obedience in the area of giving.  What God wants from you 
might be different from what he wants from someone else.  But from his perspective 
the meaning is always the same: “Give Me your heart.” Expand your personal view of 
being a generous giver of your time, talents, and money.

 Shepherding a Child’s Heart and Instructing a Child’s Heart by Ted Tripp
Written for parents with children of any age, this insightful book provides perspectives 
and procedures for shepherding your child’s heart into the paths of life. Shepherding a 
Child’s Heart gives fresh biblical approaches to child rearing.

Apparent Privilege by Steve Wright
Parents have the greatest privilege of their lives literally in front of them everyday: their 
children. Pointing their children to Christ, modeling faith, encouraging with words, 
and showing unfailing love isn’t a burden. It is a privilege. Apparent Privilege will arm 
parents with biblical understanding and up-to-the-minute research to show them the 
unparalleled opportunity they have to be the primary influence of their children.
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http://www.amazon.com/Financial-Peace-Jr-Tomorrows-Millionaires/dp/0963571222/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1262120171&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Total-Money-Makeover-Financial-Fitness/dp/0785289089/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1262120279&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Giving-Generosity-Money-Basics-Moneylife/dp/1564272567/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1262120346&sr=1-6
http://www.amazon.com/Shepherding-Childs-Heart-Tedd-Tripp/dp/0966378601/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1262120401&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/ApParent-Privilege-Steve-Wright/dp/1931548722/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1262120518&sr=1-1-spell
http://www.amazon.com/Crazy-Love-Overwhelmed-Relentless-God/dp/1434768511/ref=pd_bxgy_b_img_a
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